
El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Council 
Mailing address: 3769-B San Pablo Dam Road, ES, 94803 
We meet on: 2ndWednesday of the Month at 7:00 P.M. 

Location: Richmond ELKS Lodge #1251 
3931 San Pablo Dam Road, El Sobrante 

 
The ESMAC is an advisory body to the Board of Supervisors 

 
Chair:                            Vice Chair: Tom Owens Secretary: Robin Tanner  
Members at-large: Jim Hermann, Andrew Chahrour, Ylan Hunt, Xina Ash, Tom Lang 
Alternates: 2 vacancies 
  

The El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Council (ESMAC) or subcommittees of ESMAC will provide reasonable 
accommodation for persons with disabilities planning to attend ESMAC meetings or ESMAC subcommittee 
meetings. Please contact the ESMAC Vice Chair Tom Owens at least 24 hours before the meeting at: 
tomowens@earthlink.net 
 
Printed agendas are available for review at the El Sobrante Chamber of Commerce office. Electronic copies are available 
for download at: www.cocobos.org/gioia/elsobrantemac 

    
AGENDA for Wednesday, February 13, 2019 

7:00 PM 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Call to Order/Welcome/Roll Call 
Approval of Minutes – Minutes for ESMAC 1-9-2019 included 
Treasurer’s Report – James Lyons, District Coordinator, Office of Supervisor John Gioia 
Introduction of Speakers/Guests/Topics 
Election of Officers for 2019 
 
P.1 Presentation by Sheriff’s Office, Bay Station Commander, Lt. Joseph Buford  
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
P.2 Presentation by California Highway Patrol  
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
P.3 Presentation by Contra Costa County Fire 
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
P.4 Presentation by James Lyons, District Coordinator for Supervisor John Gioia, monthly report   
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 

Public Comment – for items not on the agenda 
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
 
Discussions Items – The Council will consider and act on the following: development plan applications, 
variance reports, building modification requests, notices of public hearings, appeals etc., received in the 
previous month from the Contra Costa County Conservation and Development Department (DCD) 
 
DI.1 VR19-1003 – The applicant requests a variance in order to construct an 8 foot tall retaining wall at 
a 0 foot side setback, where 10 feet is the minimum required. 
 

mailto:tomowens@earthlink.net
http://www.cocobos.org/gioia/elsobrantemac


DI.2 VR19-1004 – The applicant requests approval of a variance permit for a 4 inch side yard setback 
(where a minimum of 5 feet is required) and 7 feet 7 inch aggregrate side yard setback (where 15 feet 
is required) for an existing detached carport. 
 
Short Discussion Items 
SDI.1 Report from El Sobrante Valley Planning and Zoning Advisory Committee 
Questions – limit 2 minutes per speaker 
  
Information Items 
10.1 – CCC Planning Commission Agenda (Cancelled) 1/23/2019 
10.2 – Contra Costa County Zoning Administrator Agenda 2/4/2019 
10.3 – CCC Planning Commission Agenda 2/13/2019 
10.4 – Notice of Intent to Render an Administrative Decision (#VR19-1003) 
 
Sub Committee Reports 
11.1 ESMAC Land Use 
11.2 ESMAC Safety 
11.3 ESMAC Education Programs/ Outreach 
 
Public Comment – for items not on the agenda Questions 
– limit 2 minutes per speaker 
Announcements: ESMAC alternate position (2) 
Agenda Items / Speakers for Upcoming ESMAC Meetings 
Adjournment: 



 

 
Draft Minutes January 9, 2019 

El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Committee 
El Sobrante Elks Lodge, 3931 San Pablo Dam Road, El Sobrante , 7:06 p.m.  

Pledge of Allegiance 
Call to Order/Welcome/Roll Call  

Members Present:  

Tom Owens, Vice Chair Robin S. Tanner, Secretary Xina Ash, Alternate 
Tom Lang, Alternate  

Excused Absences: 
Barbara Pendergrass, Chair 
Jim Hermann, Member at Large Andrew Chahrour, Member at Large Ylan Hunt, Member at 
Large  

Guest: James Lyons, District Coordinator, Office of Supervisor John Gioia.  

Approval of November and December 2018 minutes: Approved: Tom Owens, Robin S. Tanner, 
Xina Ash, Tom Lang. Objections: None.  

Treasurer’s Report: Unavailable.  

Presentation by Sheriff’s Office. Lt. Joseph Buford, Deputy Jackson. Crime down this month, 
except assault with a deadly weapon.  

Presentation by Contra Costa Fire Department. They’ve been busy with vehicle accidents. A 
new academy will graduate in February.  

Presentation by California Highway Patrol. Officer Leviste. Use of Shot Spotter has led to 
arrests in freeway shootings. Cameras will be installed. Discussion of a certain RV appearing 
around town.  

Presentation by James Lyons District Coordinator for Supervisor John Gioia. Yielded to Patty 
Nichols of the Red Cross. The Red Cross helps people who have had house fires and works to 
prevent house fires. Red Cross has program to install smoke alarms for free. They will hold an 
event on May 4, 2019 in Richmond.  

Presentation by Contra Costa County Deputy Librarian Gail McPartland and the contractor and 
architect of rehab of El Sobrante Library.  

Public Comment. Discussion Items.  

D1.1 Election of El Sobrante Municipal Advisory Council officers for 2019. Tabled until February 
because of small turnout of members.  



 

DI.2 Development plan applications, variance reports, etc. 
SD17-9478 Public review and intent to adopt a Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration on 30- 
unit cul de sac project. Tom Owens will write a letter regarding the unexplained dismissal of 
community concerns.  

Short Discussion Items  

SDI.1. Report from El Sobrante Valley Planning and Zoning Advisory Committee.  

Information Items 
10.1 LAFCO Notice and Agenda for Regular Meeting. January 9, 2019. 10.2 Contra Costa 
County Zoning Administer Agenda. December 17, 2018. 10.3 WCCIWMA Board of Directors 
Meeting Agenda. December 13, 201  

Public Comment  

Announcements 
Open ESMAC position.  

Agenda Items/Speakers for Upcoming ESMAC Meetings 
The MAC would like to have someone from Republic Services to discuss the calls people have 
been getting about their recycling containers and to address other needs and wants of the 
community.  

Adjournment Owens, Tanner, Ash, Lang: yes. No - none. Adjourned 8:42 p.m.  

 






























































































